MINUTES OF APPOINTMENT FROM 09.02.2008

Matej Jenko: 
Tomaž started this bee project, and we came here to help and see what can we do about it.

About 40 rotarian people in Slovenia decided to do a project together, and that would be their project.

Janez Pungartnik: 

I am for the second time here and I am also a bee keeper, but I look after more for serana bees. 
Maybe I should first explain, that Slovenija was in the past the traditional bee keeping country, that we had world known bee keeper Mr.Anton Janša, who was in Austria Hungarian Imperij. He was directly under the queen, and he wrote a lot of books about bees. His books were the first books about the bees in the world.

Maybe you explain to them why we are so interested about the bee school. It's a tradition in our country, and you don't have a tradition now, and you don't have any bees. 

Bong: 

If you have a lot of bees and you produce a lot of honey, where can you sell.

Matej Jenko:

Maybe I start with this that every 200 slovenian people have bees, we are 2 milion people and in Slovenia is 150.000 bee kepers, so a lot of bee keepers. We produce a lot of honey, we eat and drink and sell a lot of different products of honey, and we also import a lot of honey. We don't have enough honey, for our market. 
Tomaž Oštir: 

Yes, we eat a lot of honey, because in winter time is honey also a medicine, and food, it is also cheap. 

Marko Valjavec: 

It is 4 times more expencive than sugar, but it is still cheap, cheaper than in Kambodia. We export only some products, made of honey (propolis…). 

Matej Jenko:

You don't have bee keepers here, you just have wild bees, and you can't preserve the bees in a box. 

Since we have this knowledge, our friends, experts, bee keepers, they decided to come here to teach your people, how to do, to keep the bees. To do this, we decided to support the school here, the bee keeping school. And we are here to see, if there is the possibility to help with bee school.

Bee keeping it is not just bee keeping, it is not just honey, it is much more. It comes along a lot of other things. To be a bee keeper, you have to have ofcourse first the bees and the hive, but you have to build the hive. Then you have to rise the bees, to get the  honey, and then you can to transform this honey in some products, which you can sell, with even a higher value than the honey have the value now. Three, four times higher value than the honey (wine, brandy, cookies, candles…). 
I think, the product you can make from the honey, so you can add extra value to the honey.
We provide the knowledge and help people, that the people would learn how to grow the bees. That in few years could be in Kambodia several hundreds of bee keepers.
With this we can open a new market, employ new people, give to the people opportunity to work.

To make a bee keeping school, you could have instruments to grow bees, to have knowledge to do this.

Almost every farm in our country have their own hife, if you have bees on your garden, you have more vegetables (pollenating). So you have higher production of food, plus propolis, for a higher medicine. We believe that this can happened also in Kambodia.

Here was a few years ago a rain forest, bees had a good environment for gathering of honey.

Albert Einstein, world famous scientist sad, that if there were no bees, human life would disappear in 5 years. First no food, no fruits, no vegetables, next year no animals, and then no humans.
The bee have in our environment very big importance.
Because you cut down a lot of trees, you changed the environment, the wild bees are disappearing, so there will be no bees to pollenate. And you will see in a few years you will have problems, because the production of food, and vegetables will fall down, because there will be no bees to pollenate around.
Bees have a very big influence to the human rase (us) and for the nature.

Last year, in USA happend, that in one part of USA bees completely disappeared, that costs USA a lot (14 bilion dollars). That's not a story, that's the facts. It is very important to be aware of this problem. So we have to grab the chance with this school, to help nature to recover, rebuild.

And now some words about bee keeping school. 
We, rotary, are prepared to help, because we know Tomaž and we trust him. Because he is willing to do this here, we said to eachother, to go in this project. It is easy to write this project, but it have to be set on place. We want to know if a local community agree with the idea.

If people would think, that this project could help them, they will support , help, othervise it is a waste of our time and money.

The idea of this school is, that we would like to teach local people and all people in Kambodia how to grow bees, what to do, to get honey, what to do, when bees get sick. Then we can give the opportunity to these people to become a standard bee keepers. So if something happens to their bees, they can come to bee keeping school and ask, what to do, to get a new knowledge, to talk about experiences. 
To show, that we would like to help, we need to see if the conditions are good enough, for project to successed.  

We would like to have some answers from the community members, that they are prepared to help at the project, that they can tell to people, that it's worth to live with bees, that they are harmless. To explain to people, what is bee, that they could understand, what are we doing. So they can later see, that it's good we are here, that they will have a better life because of bees (employment…). 

We would like to know, if the Community is supporting this project, if they are interested in it.

Bong: 

The Community members think, that this project could help people. This is a very important for them. They will be very happy if this would succssed.

Matej Jenko: 

We are very pleased that they are thinking so. One of the members of Community should be in this project, to teach him and to include him to this bee keeping school. So Community could see and follow, what is the progress of this school.
Bong: 

How many people would lead this school?

Matej Jenko:

That is a good question for Tomaž, because he is the leader of this project, so he will explain, how the project will go. We are planing about 100 hives, and it doesn't matter if the bee keeper is a woman or a man. Tomaž is our leader of a project and we trust him.

When people will see success they will trust them and other people will follow them and they will also try.

Tomaž Oštir: 

For the first time, there will be two families, which will take care for the bees. Than will come students, about 10 of them, no more, and they would study about trees, they would plant, they wouldnt study just about the bees. And after will come also turists.

I hope and believe that the bee keepers won't make problems, the bee keepers are usually calm and quiet people

Janez Pungartnik: 

I met a lot of people who have guest houses and they said, that they don't buy honey now, because they are affraid to buy counterfeited (fake) honey, not such quality as it should be. So I think that we shouldn't be afraid about the bussines.

Bong: 

What about the profit?

Matej Jenko: 

This school must survive, so any profit would go back to school center, we need to invest a lot and than a lot to reinvest. Money comes from knowledge. We are here to give knowledge and experience. That's why we would like to se, that money would go back to school.

We will also make an internet side also in Khmer language. First school must rise to 100 hifes, that's why money have to be invested to new hives, new knowledge. And then, when the school would become big enough, we could give hife to the bee keeper, to have honey at home. That could decide bee keeper him self.
Here, on this place, should be one man all the time, if turist would come. 

Profit would be shown throug time. If bees would be here, the profit would be also in more fruit and vegetables.

All Kambodia will know about this village through this project. That is one more benefit. All people will come here to get knowledge about bees.

For the end I would like to say, that we believe in this project. Bees are like people, they die, they not just drop dead.

At the beggining our slovenian experts would come to teach people, so that they can later also teach. We will provide experts. We will be achievable on internet all the time.

And I am asking you if you could chose one of member of Community, who will be in charge or be a connection beetwen school and Community.

Something more, bees are like people, they have their rules. Tomaž knows everything about bees, so we expect that people will respect Tomaž and do as he say. That is very important, because he knows what, where, when….othervise we can lose bee family.
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